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The Church in Wales Parishes of Dale, St Brides with Marloes,  
Hasguard with St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle & Robeston West  

 

 Parish Priests:  Fr. Andrew Johnson (Dale, Marloes & St Brides, St Ishmaels) 
        Rev’d. Dr Rhiannon Johnson (Walwyns Castle & Robeston West) 
 Deacon: Rev’d Gaynor Ford 01646 693452 gaynorford2846@btinternet.com  
 Contact :  01646 636966 frandrewj@btinternet.com  
 Postal Address:  The Vicarage, 172 Castle Way, Dale, Haverfordwest, SA62 3RN 
 Church Wardens  
 Dale:   Billy Bevan 636335, Harriet Bishop 636668 
 St Brides:  Mary Lewis 636430 
 Marloes:   Yvonne Evans 636251 
      St Ishmaels:  Richard Neale 636802, Heather Phippen 636261 
 Walwyn’s Castle: Jayne Edwards 01437 781575, Kate Morgan 01437 781270 
 Robeston West: Gill Thorne 01437 890693, Geoffrey Harries 01646 692736  

 Baptist Chapels: Moriah - Marloes  Paul James 01646 636241  

         Aenon - Sandy Hill Anne Hardacre 01437 763639  

LOCAL SERVICES 
SHOPS:  
Marloes Village Store:  and Post Office 01646 636968 

Open: 8-5 Monday, 8-5 Tuesday to Saturday, and 9-1 Sundays.  
The Taberna Shop and Post Office, Herbrandston: 01646 693498 
Mon-Fri 8:00 am-6:00 pm, Sat 8:00-12:30, Sun 9:00 am-11:30 am 
Post Office: Mon-Sat 9:00 am - 5:30 pm  
 

MOBILE  LIBRARY: 
Next dates:  Friday 1st September, Friday 29th September. 
St. Ishmaels Burgage Green Layby - 10.50 am to 11.20 am   Dale - Blue Anchor 
Way - 11.35am to 12.05am   Marloes - Toilets  - 12.15 am to 12.45 am 

Contact 01437 776126 or  07774 230200  (van) 
 

MOBILE  POST  OFFICE: 
Tuesday:  St Ishmaels 14:00—15:00  Dale 15:15—16:15  
Thursday:  St Ishmaels 13:00—14:00  Dale 14:15—15:15  

CONTACTS FOR HALL HIRE: 
 

Marloes: Bridget Lister 636274 
St Ishmaels Memorial Hall: 
Yvonne Evans 01636 636251 
St Ishmaels Sports & Social 
Club: Phil Devonald 01646 
636546 or Adrian Griffiths 07794 
259482 
Walwyns Castle Village Hall: 
Jean Rees 01437 929813  

FOR HIRE 
THE CORONATION HALL  AND JUBILEE 

SUITE DALE 

BOOKINGS:  WENDY KEHOE 01646 636721 
EMAIL– wendykehoe@yahoo.co.uk 



Dear All, 

 Firstly, congratulations to all of you involved in various fundraising  

efforts this Summer. I know it is a lot of work, but it is hugely valued, not 

just for the financial support it gives, but for the way it brings communities 

together. Secondly, I hope you all got some rest and peace this Summer even 

though, for many of us, it is the busiest time of the year and thirdly, con-

gratulations and commiserations as appropriate to the young people of the 

peninsula who sat big exams and got life-changing results this Summer. 

 So here we are at September. Some of the trees are changing colour and 

there are blackberries everywhere. There are apples on the trees and the 

shops are full of ‘back-to-school’ offers. It must be a change of season. Time 

is rolling on. 

 Time is a strange thing. There never seems to be enough of it. We make 

it, we waste it, we lose it, we spend it. Sometimes it hangs heavy on our 

hands. Sometimes it flies. The thing that is new rapidly becomes old and or-

dinary and the thing that was old, sometimes looks strange and new. 

 But the God we know of in Jesus Christ is eternal, equally available in  

every time and season. Moreover, he is a god of forgiveness and resurrec-

tion, so every end can be a new beginning. 

 It was once said, I think by Oscar Wilde (these things generally are), 

that every saint has a past and every sinner has a future. So here is to Sep-

tember and new starts, new beginnings, the old made new in every generation 

and the God of time and of eternity, 

 With every blessing 

Andrew and Rhiannon 

WALWYN’S CASTLE 

HARVEST SERVICE 

 

Harvest at Walwyn’s 

Castle Church on 1st 
October 11am followed 

by lunch and auction of 

harvest produce for 
charity  



ST ISHMAELS CHURCH 

NEWS 

100 Club Winners drawn on Friday 

28th July were 1st Prize Marlene 

Cheshire, 2nd Liz Neale, 3rd Ros Llew-

ellin. 

The   Harvest Festival is on 17th Sep-

tember at 11:00 am  

There will be a “Songs of Praise” at 

Hasguard on 10th Sept at 3.00pm. 

Many thanks to all who supported our 

Church Festival whether as shop keep-
ers, bakers, exhibitors, visitors, dona-

tors our labourers! 

We surpassed all previous records to 

achieve a profit of over £1500! Our 

next event will be a Musical Evening 

on the 9th Sept in the Church, the post-

er to the left. We look forwarding to 

seeing you there. 

Richard Neale 

ST JAMES CHURCH FETE. 
Despite, or maybe because of, the atrocious weather on the day, the fete was a huge suc-

cess! We were inundated with people - mainly looking for a venue out of the rain I admit – 
but they still came and spent their money! Thanks to the generosity of those of you who 
came, and those who sent donations as they were unable to attend, we raised just over 

£2,600 which will go along way to help with paying for the running costs of the church.  
The basic running cost of the church is approximately £25.00 a day - and that is before we 
start to worry about any major items such as the new roof the church requires. So you can 

see how much the church needs your support. I warn you we will be back quite a few 
times looking for more money to help towards the huge amount we need to replace the 
roof and the usual amount we need to keep the church open. Without your support, the 

church will not be able to remain open and available for you, the parishioners, should you 
wish to have your baptisms, weddings and funerals in St James, the church in the centre of 
your community, as previous generations have done.   

The Landsker Singers - Great is the Story: The Appearance   

Saturday 14th October 2017 at 7:30pm St David’s Cathedral 

The third new cantata narrating the life and teachings of Jesus - 

Words of Dr David Owen and Music by Eric Jones.   
Tickets from Alison Willis - 01646 636808  



MOTHERS’ UNION. 
The summer provided a mixed bag in terms of weather but we still managed to enjoy our-

selves! Unfortunately the outing was postponed but we will be making the trip to Kilgetty 
in the near future. The Summer Picnic, was held indoors due to blustery conditions at St 
Brides Beach, so although the bring and share lunch was enjoyed by many of the mem-

bers....sand castle building and paddling were not allowed by Mary but we do thank her for 
her hospitality! 
We now move back to a programme of talks, starting with us, The Mothers' Union, look-

ing over the bags we produce for children in the 3 churches we cover. We urgently need 
to update the old bags and produce some rather more user-friendly ones for different age 
groups. Please could you bring along any items you feel would be useful in such bags - ages 

between 0-8 yrs. We have at present 3 per church – I leave you to do the maths as to 
items required! 
We will also be collecting for the Women’s refuge so all items we usually send would be 

gratefully received! Teas and raffle will be provided by members - they will know before 
hand! 
The meeting is on Tuesday 12th September at Marloes Village Hall 7.30pm.  

The Mothers’ Union welcomes all, and despite the name you do not have to be a mother! 
If you feel like popping in to see how we operate please do. We meet on the second 
Tuesday of the month in Marloes Village Hall at 7.30pm...Look forward to seeing you 

there! 
For any more information contact Harriet 636668, or Bridget 636274. 

For God, King and Country 
  

 This is the name of a project just getting underway in Walwyn’s Castle which we would 

like your help with. 
 In the church, there is a painted board behind the altar called a reredos. It has a plaque 
saying it was given in memory of a man from Church Hill Farm in 1916. The reredos is the 

work of a Penarth based architect and painter John Coates-Carter. It is in need of restora-
tion. The gold paint has worn off and the whole thing needs to be cleaned and restored. It 
shows Christ, the church tower, St. James, St. David and the tower of the Cathedral all 

linked by a rainbow and a Biblical text that talks about God’s changeless love. The church 
listing document says that it is a war memorial. 
 Last year the church committee began to think about how to preserve and restore it. 
Knowing there was money available from the Lottery for the restoration of war memorials 

we began to look there, but then, we had a major hiccup. It seems the gentleman in whose 
memory the reredos was made was in his seventies when he died, not a young soldier on 
the Western front as we had imagined. 

 That sent us back to the drawing board, but the Lottery would still be interested be-
cause we had talked about linking the restoration to exploring how the First World War 
changed farming in the area as the gentleman had been a farmer. So, the new project was 

born. 
 Using the slogan ‘God, King and Country’ we want to celebrate the life of this area dur-
ing the war years. The God part will be the restoration of the reredos. For the King part, 

we were hoping to invite children to take part in a war-time schoolroom themed around 



Alfresco  
St Peter’s Hasguard 

Songs of Praise  
3.00pm 10th Sept 

 
Please wear appropriate clothing & 

shoes 
Map SM80NE Grid Ref SM85350954 

There will be direction signs.  

Empire Day. Empire Day was intended to teach the virtues of responsibility, sympathy, 

duty and self-sacrifice. For the country bit, we are trying to tell the story of farming here 
in the First World War. 

 So here is where we need your help particularly, were your family farming in this 

area in the First World War? Do you have any pictures or family stories you could share 

with us? If so, please contact Rhiannon rhiannon.johnson@tesco.net.  

DALE OPEN GARDENS 

More gardeners than ever opened their gardens for the Dale Open Gardens this year, result-

ing in sixteen gardens in total to explore. The Old Post and Bryn Ysgol (the old Dale 

School) were open for the first time and the Castle grounds were included again this year, 

after a short break. Anne Meeke and her daughter, Sarah, designed the garden leaflets, map 

and posters. 

The WW2 RAF rescue launch, 441, was tied up to the pontoon on both days, dressed over-

all and available for boarding and inspection, guided by the owners, Marion and Alistair 

Walker. This proved a popular part of the event, with one of the lucky raffle ticket holders 

winning a trip around the bay on her. Other raffle prizes were kindly supplied by the Grif-

fin Inn, St Ishmael's Garden Centre, Silversmiths Helen and Phil, the Torch Theatre, Dale 

Sailing and Tesco. 

The weather was good on the whole, with a light shower on the Saturday. Simon, from St 

Ishmael's Garden Centre, set up a stall outside the village hall and gave a generous contri-

bution to the Church roof fund from the sale of plants. 

Last but by no means least, members of the Altar Guild and 

other 'volunteers' under the direction of Harriet Bishop, pro-

vided nearly 300 cream teas to those who came to see the 

gardens. As a result of the hard work and generosity of so 

many, the proceeds from the Open Gardens in Dale amount-

ed to over £2,000 for the Church roof fund. Thank you to 

everyone involved. 

mailto:rhiannon.johnson@tesco.net


Dale 
Items discussed at the last meeting included: 
Car Park.  The new restrictions banning 

overnight camping and boat trailers are now 
being enforced and have allowed more space 
for cars. The Community Council is consider-
ing alternative parking arrangements for trail-

ers. Overnight car-parking will be permitted 
following the introduction of a new 24-hour 
fee. Problems relating to the car-park and 

requiring immediate attention can be report-
ed directly to Pembrokeshire County Council 
on 01437 764551 – ask for Parking Services. 

Planning.  Information board at Kete Car 
Park – no objections. The Council is arrang-
ing a meeting with a National Park Planning 

Officer to try to find out more about their 
current policies and why they have not been 
acknowledging or acting upon comments sent 

by the Council re. recent applications. A Plan-
ning Officer from the Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park will be attending the Council’s 

next meeting on September 18th. 
Dale Fort Road. At the request of the Field 
Centre, the Council will ask for a 30 mph 

limit to Dale Fort due to the number of chil-
dren and students in the road and the exces-
sive speed of some drivers.  

Village Tidying.  Martyn Ryder of Dale Cas-
tle Estate asked for the Council’s co-
operation in tidying up some areas of the 
village, including hedge-cutting, clearing the 

beach and the removal of abandoned dinghies 
and other items preventing grass-cutting of 
the verges. Dinghies which have obviously not 

been used for a long time will be removed if 
notices placed on the boats are ignored. 
New Clerk. The Council welcomed Deb 

Sydney, who has agreed to fill the empty post 
of Clerk. Deb is the daughter-in-law of the 
late Wendy and Alan Sydney, and with her 

husband has recently moved into their old 
house in South Street. Residents who would 
like to contact the Community Council are 

asked to email Deb on 
pearce_debra@hotmail.com or get in touch 

with one of the Councillors. 
 

Next Meeting. The next meeting will be held 
on Monday 18 September at 7pm. in the Jubilee 
Suite of Dale Coronation Hall. Residents are en-
couraged to attend Community Council meetings 

and, with the permission of the Chairman, may 
address the meeting. 

 
Marloes and St Brides 
Items under consideration from the August 
2017 include the following:- 
Membership – The Council was pleased to 

welcome Mr. James Kimpton to his first 
meeting. The Declaration of Acceptance of 
Office was signed at the start of the meeting.  
The Council is now complete with six mem-

bers, and the County Council will be advised.   
County Council Matters – An apology for 
absence was received from Cllr. Owens as he 

has shingles.  It was noted that hedge cutting 
has been completed across the community 
area.  A speed test had been carried out in 

Marloes village – results to be received. Mem-
bers discussed whether the   
junction at Tavern Putt requires a change of 

road sign – agreed that the road markings 
should not be changed although this gives 
priority to the minor road to St. Brides. The 

markings were changed some years ago fol-
lowing a fatal road accident at this junction.   
Planning Matters –Noted that the letter 

sent with regard to the recent consultation 
had been received after the closing date.  
National Park has advised that they have ap-

pointed someone part-time to check on 
camping/caravan sites over the summer.  
Camping at Slate Mill is included in this sur-

vey.  Decision on the Crabhall application 
awaited. (Since the meeting, a revised applica-
tion has been received and will be considered 
at the September meeting.)    

Skomer  – The meeting was pleased to re-
ceive a visit from Bee Buche (Joint Warden) 

Community Councils  

mailto:pearce_debra@hotmail.com


Community Councils  
and Leighton Newman (Visitor Officer) of 

Skomer Island. Reports were received on 
the outcome of the breeding season, and 
also on the number of visitors going to the 

Island this year.  Council members ex-
pressed their thanks to the Wildlife Trust 
of South & West Wales and to Dale Sailing 

Company for providing tickets for local 
residents to visit the Island this year. The 
island staff were reminded that they are 

welcome to submit articles for Peninsula 
Papers.  It was also suggested that a talk 
about the Island in Marloes Hall would be 
welcome – February 2018 may be a suitable 

time.   
Former Youth Hostel Site/
Runwayskiln – Members and the Clerk 

had visited Runwayskiln on the 31st July at 
the invitation of National Trust.   An Open 
Day for the general public was held on 14th 

August.   Interested parties in taking on a 
lease will be forwarded documents in due 
course.  Work is ongoing on the proposed 

Cafe building.  
Skokholm Back – The meeting was 
pleased to noted that Mrs Barbara Scale and 

Mrs. Hazel Champley with support from 
other ladies had cleared the hydrangeas of 
brambles, and also cleaned the seat provid-

ed by the late Mr. Kenny Scale.  Clerk to 
thank them for their efforts.  The County 
Council has been asked if they can find the 

pump handle etc. from the Skokholm Back 
pump in their store, but no one is aware if 
it is still held. The Pump was originally pro-

vided by a previous Pembrokeshire County 
Council in 1936.      
Rubbish  - Cllr. Smithies (Council Chair-
man) advised that problems with black bags 

being put out on the wrong day continues.  
Residents and visitors are asked to please 
check with neighbours and/or on the Coun-

ty Council website to ensure it is a black 
bag collection day.  Holiday Lets should 
have an agreement in place with another 

provider if necessary.- see also details in 

Peninsula Papers.    
DOG FOULING – SEE SEPARATE NO-
TICE 

County Council Electoral Review - 
Further information about the review and 
the work of the Electoral Commission can 

be found on the Commission’s website: 
www.ldbc.gov.wales  The review may sug-
gest increasing the size of the St. Ishmaels 

County Council ward as present numbers 
of electors are much less than in other 
wards.  
Older Peoples Commissioner for 

Wales – Summer Newsletter – Please fol-
low this link:-  http://
www.olderpeoplewales.com/en/

publications/pub-story/17-07-25/
Summer_2017_Newsletter.aspx  
 

Next Meeting – The next meeting of the 
Council will be held at Marloes Village Hall on 
Monday  11th September starting at 7.30pm.  

Local Electors of Marloes & St. Brides are wel-
come to attend and may address the meeting 
at the invitation of the Chairman.   

 

St Ishmaels 
Recently discussed items include: 
Pembs. Coast National Park  

NP/17/0363/FUL Addition of dormer 
windows to east and west roof elevation to 
facilitate creation of the first floor sanitary 

accommodation.  Installation of roof win-
dow to west elevation. No objection was 
recorded. 

Livestock on coastal path  After numer-
ous complaints of livestock wandering the 
coastal path, a meeting is to be arranged 

with National Parks and landowner to try 
and resolve the issue. 
Auditor General for Wales  Certified 

Annual Return received from Grant 
Thornton external auditors. A copy of No-
tice of Conclusion to be posted on village 

http://www.ldbc.gov.wales/
http://www.olderpeoplewales.com/en/publications/pub-story/17-07-25/Summer_2017_Newsletter.aspx
http://www.olderpeoplewales.com/en/publications/pub-story/17-07-25/Summer_2017_Newsletter.aspx
http://www.olderpeoplewales.com/en/publications/pub-story/17-07-25/Summer_2017_Newsletter.aspx
http://www.olderpeoplewales.com/en/publications/pub-story/17-07-25/Summer_2017_Newsletter.aspx


Noticeboard. 

Memorial Hall  Meeting to be arranged 
with existing Hall Trustees and Management 
Committee to discuss the future plans for 

Memorial Hall.  If no satisfactory decision 
can be made then a public meeting will be 
called to look at the possibility of disposing 

of the Hall. 
St. Ishmaels Garden Centre 
The council would like to thank Simon and 

staff of St. Ishmaels Garden Centre for 
providing  the flower boxes at entrances to 
the village. 
Jubilee Gardens and Playpark  The 

council would also like to thank Mr. David 
Tarasconi for his continued hard work in the 
maintenance of grounds. Both are very much 

appreciated. 
Other Matters  Two street lights out of 
commission in Lindsway Villas Lane. Down 

pipe on the corner of Memorial Hall to be 
repaired.  Clerk to obtain quotes. 
 

The next meeting will be held in Memori-

al Hall on 2nd October, 2017 commenc-
ing 7p.m. Members of the community are 
welcome to attend. Clerk to the Council :- Rev. 

Mike Cottam Tel:  01646 636 564. 
e-mail: mikecottam@hotmail.com 
 

 

Community Councils  

 

Dale Community  

Forum  
General Management 

Committee Meeting 
Wednesday 6th September 2017 

7.30 pm in the Coronation Hall 

(Jubilee Room) 

Dog Fouling – Marloes Village 
    
Residents and visitors are asked to take particular care to prevent dogs from foul-
ing walkways in and around the village.  Complaints have been received about 
increasing amounts of dog litter being left in the Glebe Lane, the North Lane (Old 
School Lane), and around the Church area.  
In particular you are asked to:- 

• Prevent your dog from walking unsupervised at any time of the day. 
• Pick the dog litter up after fouling and take this home, or use the Litter Bin by 
the village toilets. 
Litter bins are also available at the Marloes Sands car park and at Martins Haven 
for people walking dogs in those areas.  Please do not throw the dog litter into 
nearby bushes, as the bags are unsightly and in hot weather very smelly.   
 

The Community Council will be seeking advice from the County Council Dog 
Warden Service.   If there is no improvement over the next month, then the War-
dens will be asked to patrol the area with a view to prosecuting dog owners.  
Please make every effort to keep the area clean of dog mess. 



SEPTEMBER 

Until Sep 15th, Exhibition of Fine art at GCI Radar Station Buildings at Ripperston - see  

     advert 
Sat  2 1900 Walwyn’s Castle Social, Meet Elvis Prescelly, Village Hall or outside 
Sat  2 1930 St Ishmaels Cricket Club Annual Dinner, S&S Club 

Tue  5 1930 Dale WI, first meeting of the new season, Jubilee Suite, Dale 
Wed  6 1930 Dale Community Forum Management Committee meeting, Jubilee Suite 
Sat  9 1600 onwards “End of Summer Party” at The Brook, St Ishmaels 

Sat  9 1930 Musical Evening with “Frenz Aloud” at St Ishmaels Church 
Mon 11 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall 
Tue 12 1930 Mothers Union, Marloes Village Hall 

Sun 17 1100 St Ishmaels Harvest Festival, The Brook Inn 
Mon 18 1900 Dale Community Council, Jubilee Suite 
Sun 26 1800 Harvest Festival, St Peter’s Church, Marloes 

Wed 27 1830 Defibrillator and CPR familiarisation session, Marloes Village Hall 
Wed 27 1930 Coastlands Local History Group, “The Irish Mail Packet” a talk by David  
     Antell, Coronation Hall 

Fri  29 1000 - 1200 Macmillan Coffee Morning, Jubilee Suite, Dale 

 
OCTOBER 
Sun  1 1100 Harvest Service at Walwyn's Castle followed by lunch and a produce  

     auction for charity 
Mon  2 1900 St Ishmaels Community Council, Memorial Hall 
Sun  8 1800 St James Church Dale Harvest Festival followed by a Bring-and-share   

     Supper.  
Sat 14 1930 The Landsker Singers Concert, St David’s Cathedral. “Great is the Story - 
     The Appearance” 

September 

2017 Diary 

It is the responsibility of each organisation to in-
form the editor of events for inclusion in the diary.  

Haverfordwest Operatic and Musical Theatre Society  
is proud to present 

Christopher Columbus 
Music by Offenbach, lyrics by Don White 

Coronation Hall, Dale  
Thursday October 19th, 7.30 p.m. 



September Services 

Wednesday Service - All, from across the parishes, are welcome to attend the short half 

hour service of Morning Prayer held at 9am on Wednesday mornings except during 
school holidays.  The service includes a short period for quiet reflection, and is usually 
led by Father Andrew.  If you have not been to a Church service for a while, this simple 

service may provide an opportunity to restart your Christian journey  

September 3rd 9.30 Dale Holy Eucharist 

  11.00 St Ishmaels Holy Eucharist 

  11.00 St Brides Holy Eucharist 

  9.30 Robeston West Holy Eucharist 

  11.00 Walwyns Castle Holy Eucharist 

        

September 10th 9.30 Marloes Holy Eucharist 

  9.30 Dale Holy Eucharist 

  11.00 St Brides Holy Eucharist 

  3.00 Hasguard Church Songs of Praise 

  9.30 Robeston West Holy Eucharist 

  11.00 Walwyns Castle Holy Eucharist 

        

September 17th 9.30 Dale Holy Eucharist 

  9.30 Marloes Holy Eucharist 

  11.00 The Brook Inn Harvest 

  11.00 Robeston West Holy Eucharist 

        

September 24th 9.30 Dale Holy Eucharist 

  6.00 Marloes Harvest 

  11.00 St Brides Holy Eucharist 

  11.00 St Ishmaels Holy Eucharist 

  9.30 Robeston West Holy Eucharist 

  11.00 Walwyns Castle Messy Church 



Exhibition of Fine Art at WWII GCI Station in St Brides 
 

A WWII GCI Radar Station, built at Ripperston, St Brides, became operational in July, 

1941; its purpose to protect the coasts, skies, towns and cities of South West Wales. It is to 

be the host venue for an exhibition of new Art Works by ‘56 Group Wales’. Pete Williams, 

Print Master, and Group Chairman, states, “When I first saw The Set House, originally 

home to the station’s standby generator, I knew it was the perfect space for a ‘56 Group 

Wales’ exhibition.” 
 

Over the last 10 years, John & Jane Dixon have carried out an extensive repair and mainte-

nance programme, in order to save these historic buildings which are a part of their home in 

St Brides. They are excited to welcome people to visit and experience some of the history of 

this significant WWII site.  
 

With this in mind they shall be welcoming visitors to view both the ‘56 Group Wales’ exhi-

bition and the GCI Radar Station Buildings, for four weeks, from: 

Tuesday, August 22nd to Friday, September 15th, 2017. 

Tuesdays to Saturdays, 10:30am to 4:30pm.  

(CLOSED on Saturday September 2nd.) 
 

For more information please contact Jane or John at:   

sethousearts@gmail.com or visit www.sethousearts.com Mobile: 07841-682982 

DALE PLAY AREA  
 

All being well we hope shortly to be seeking tenders for construction of 

the Play Area. 

The work can be divided into various parts -  

ground work including levelling & drainage 

construction of paths 

fencing & gates 

signage 

benches 

supply & installation of play equipment & trim trail 

leading a project to construct a shelter 

supply of trees & shrubs 

We will be welcoming tenders for any of these jobs, services or supplies 

either separately or together. 

For further information contact Rosemary Meck on 01646 636463 or 

rosemary.meck@gmail .com 

mailto:sethousearts@gmail.com
http://www.sethousearts.com


MARLOES WELCOME CLUB 
 

Members of the Marloes Welcome Club have experienced an interesting Summer – a won-

derful afternoon cruise on the River Cleddau kindly provided by Dale Sailing Company; a 

trip to a Henllan hostelry where lunch was taken before visiting a local winery followed by a 

trip on the local narrow gauge railway, and lately a guided tour of the Castlemartin MOD 
Range for which the Club is indebted to Mr. Peter Royle for arranging such and giving his 

time to act as guide. Members also enjoyed lunches at “Dylan’s” restaurant, St. Brides Cas-

tle; The “Lobster Pot” inn (twice), and “The Jolly Sailor”, Burton Ferry, which was followed 

by a visit to Upton Castle. In addition to all this Club members Ms. Grace and Jean Lewis 

provided members with our annual, and excellent, Summer Lunch. Members now look for-

ward to our programme for the next three months – so if you are not a member and you are a 

young sixty or over why not join us.                          Malcom Cullen 
 

Vi Parsons adds: We are very grateful to Dale Sailing and to Peter Royle - without such lo-

cal support, members of the club would be unable to enjoy these activities, as we are self-

funding. We start the autumn “term” on Sept 6th with a full weekly programme. New mem-

bers are made very welcome so we hope to see you there. For further information please 

contact: 
 

Chairperson: Vi Parsons 636380; Secretary: Joan Llewellyn 636365; Secretary: Malcolm 

Cullen 636257. 

 
PS Editor’s note: And you don’t have to live in Marloes! 



During the summer there is a Po-

lice surgery at Dale in the Boat-

house Cafe every 1st Wednesday 

of the month from 3-4 pm  

Coastlands Local History Group (CIO) 

We have had a wonderful summer visiting a variety of places such as The Maritime Herit-
age Centre and looking at the boats being restored and those which have already had the 

treatment. A fascinating place and well worth the trip to Pembroke Dock. We have also 
had a guided tour around RAF Ripperston thanks to John and Jane Dixon to see how they 
are restoring the old radar station which is part of their property. A number of you will 

also have visited when they very kindly open the doors to the public, so will be aware of 
the gem they have and are creating.  

Chris Jessop revisited the story of The Albion for those who had not managed to make 

the original talk and once again the hall was packed - local history obviously being of great 
interest to locals and visitors alike! 

The first of our autumn talks builds on the Albion story as we welcome David Antell who 
will give us an insight into “The Irish Mail 

Packet”. All year we watch The Isle of 
Innishmore, the modern equivalent of The 
Irish Packet, plough her way up and down 

The Haven and yet many of us will not asso-
ciate her with the old vessels who made the 
journey across the Irish Sea carrying mail 

and cargo between Britain and Ireland - ves-
sels such as the Albion! The talk is on 
Wednesday 27th September in Coronation 

Hall at 7.30pm. We look forward to seeing 
you there. 

Non members are more than welcome at 
any talk, however many of our trips are 

members only so you may need to join! You 
can become a member by contacting Derek 
(636274). If you would like to know more 

about the History group, please be in touch 
Yvonne (636251), Margaret (636295) or 
Harriet (636668) 

 

 

 

Merlin Theatre 
Pembrokeshire  

College 
Haverfordwest 



Runwayskiln -  An Update 

Rosemary and I went along to 
the Open Day at Runwayskiln to 

find out what the National Trust 
were hoping to do with the 
buildings.  

The National Trust team ex-

plained that they were hoping to 
find a tenant who would operate 
the Café which their visitor sur-

vey had indicated was the facility 
most desired by visitors to Mar-
loes Sands. There was work go-

ing on to turn the single storey building at the rear of the yard into premises suitable for 
a Café.  Their plan was that the tenant would use the other buildings for accommoda-
tion for themselves and for visitors but that they would leave the tenant to decide how 

to use the buildings. 

They were hoping to agree a five-year lease; the National Trust would take prime re-
sponsibility for the exterior of the buildings and the tenants would be responsible for 
the interiors, in broad terms. 

They were very happy for us to put an outline in PP and offered to send us the draft 

lease and tender documents in due course. 

We received the draft lease in mid August, tender offers were to be submitted by the 
end of August and there has since been a public viewing day.  

We understand that tender forms are now with interested parties, with interviews due 

to be held in September. 

We will keep you posted on updates in PP.     

Peter Royle 

ST ISHMAELS CRICKET CLUB 

ANNUAL DINNER – BBQ & SOMETHING SWEET 

SATURDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 2017 

7:30 P.M. ONWARDS 

TICKETS £8 

AVAILABLE FROM THE SPORTS CLUB & WENDY BRADSHAW 



DALE WI. 

We re-gather in Coronation Hall on Tuesday 5th September to pick up the programme 
of talks and activities,. The first meeting is a business meeting at which we will be re-
minded of the threads of WI life after our summer break. The break was kicked off in 

terrific style with the Presidents Supper, a delicious meal provided by our President and 
Vice Presidents, complete with the essentials of all WI gatherings conversation and  
laughter! The second meeting in September will be a cookery demonstration by Ann 

Ellis at St Brides House.  
The WI continues to hold courses on a national and county level which many of our 
ladies attend in order to learn something new or to become more proficient at a craft 

or hobby. 
Dale WI meets twice a month on the first and third Tuesdays of the month, usually in 
the Jubilee Suite at Coronation Hall, dale at 7.30pm. Why not come along and try us 
out to see if you might like to become a member of the WI, I promise we are not all 

“Jam and Jerusalem”! 
For more information about the WI contact either Mary Lewis (636430) or Ann  
Barkworth (636873) 

The ambulance service offer free training to remind you of 
basic “CPR” alongside familiarisation with using our commu-

nity defibrillators. CPR alone is unlikely to save a life, but 
used with a defibrillator, the chances are so much higher.  

 

The next familiarisation session will be held at  
Marloes Village Hall on Wednesday 27th September. 

6.30 pm. 
 

This is free, and takes about 40 minutes. Do try to attend so that you are 
able to do the right thing in an emergency, it might be you needing to use 
that defibrillator! The ambulance cannot reach us in time in the event of 

someone suffering a cardiac arrest. 
Organised by Marloes and Dale Public Access Defibrillator Group.  



The Old Stables Heritage Centre 

EXHIBITION   
 

“History and Mystery” 

13th July - 1st October 

2017 

Thursday - Sunday 

11.00am - 5.00pm 

Admission Free          

WILDLIFE STORIES 
In the back-page wild-
life notes this month I 
have written about 
the swallows which 
nest in our ex-army 
pump-house. If you 
have a story to tell 
about wildlife in your 
garden, why not send 
it in - I am sure we 
would all be very in-
terested to read it.  
Rosemary 

During September, we are continuing with our exhibition “History and Mystery” 

which has been enjoyed by many of our visitors this summer – if only for a place to 
avoid the rain! 
We look forward to welcoming many of you as you surface from the frenzy of the 

summer season , to see if we have included items which will jog your memory or per-
haps remind you of places, items or names you feel we should have covered. 
For more information contact Yvonne (636251), Margaret (636295) or Harriet 

(636668) 

Come and Meet  

Elvis Prescelly 
 

A very popular local musical 

entertainer 

 

Join Walwyns’ Castle Village Hall Committee 

for a fun evening 

Saturday 2nd September 7:00 pm 

 

Bring your own food and drink 

Come along with friends and family to this  

village event 

FREE ENTRY 
 

To be held outside of possible otherwise in the Hall 



 

“RIPPLE ROCKS” by Ellie Morgan 
This great photograph was taken by Chris Jessop of a rock slab exposed by a recent land-

slip. It is on the south side of the Marloes peninsular between Gateholm and the Deerpark, 
but unfortunately,  is not easily accessible. Also, the rock is precariously poised, and may 
not be there long before breaking up. 

The origin of this rock has caused me to puzzle; at first, I thought that it was just that: 
“Ripple Rock”. This would be formed by the sort of ripples you may see on Marloes sands 
when the tide has gone out; subsequently dried out, baked hard and buried under soft sedi-

ment. Good examples of this can be seen in the cliff face of Marloes Beach (about 50 me-
ters east of the main path). 

However, looking closely at the photo, I do not think these are ripples at all. Imagine turn-

ing the slab of rock through 90 degrees. Then imagine small units of sand being deposited in, 

perhaps, an estuary with 

the tide bringing in silt, 

and a river bringing 

down flood water, grad-

ually adding layer upon 

layer.  The rock also 

seems to show some 

cross stratification which 

implies that the sand and 

mud were swished from 

side to side by gentle 

currents.  The rock is a 

Sandstone of the Silurian 

Period formed about 

428 million years ago.                                                        

 MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

 

JUBILEE SUITE,  

CORONATION HALL, DALE 

FRIDAY 29th SEPTEMBER 2017 

10 —12 

 

Come with cakes, eat or buy or  

         both but mainly enjoy! 



Our swallows 

Our swallows usually arrive on about 17th April, then 

produce two, sometimes three broods, in the safe pro-
tected roof-space of our ex-army pumphouse. Of 
course, over the 13 summers we have now lived here, 

they have not always been the same swallows, though 
some of them will have been offspring of previous cou-
ples. Sometimes a pair which have nested the previous 

year arrive back within a few days of each other, and 
because they know the area and know each other they 
get into the breeding process very quickly. After a week 

or so away from the area, presumably feeding up getting into shape for breeding, they often 
just refurbish a previous nest and then start to lay immediately. When this happens they can 
often fit in 3 broods, with the last birds not fledging till early autumn when many swallows 

have already left the country.  

The more usual situation is that several birds arrive – they will be a mix of previous breed-
ers and returning offspring. (There must also be some incomers from elsewhere otherwise 
there would be a problem with in-breeding.) There is then a protracted period where they 

work out exactly who is going to pair-up with whom, and where they are going to nest. 
And despite that fact that there is plenty of space for more than one pair (they can even 
have separate rooms!) this has never happened. Eventually a pair settles down, builds or 

refurbishes a nest and gets on with breeding – but this can be quite late in the season as it 
was this year – they did not lay eggs until the end of May.  

This nest was not successful.  We believe the nest got very overheated, positioned as it was 

just under a south-facing asbestos roof. When we arrived home from holiday, on the last 
day of a very hot spell, the youngsters were on the ground, two dead, two alive. We 
popped the live ones back into the nest and the parents started feeding them, but they did 

not survive. I am glad to say the parents then built a second nest, in an equally unsuitable 
place, but this time they have fledged 6 youngsters – the most we have even seen in one 
brood. As I write this they are all swooping around the garden together which is great to 

watch. This time the dismal summer weather was their saviour as the roof never got too 
hot! 

All this leads me to consider the numbers. Most years, about 10 young swallows fledge 

from our pumphouse. Similar figures are probably achieved at the toilet in St Brides and the 
parking hut at Marloes Sands and lots of other places. Yet the country is not overrun with 
swallows. The attrition rate of young swallows on their long migrations must be very high. 

These are quite big, feisty birds - have you ever seen them dive-bombing a cat? - but even 
so, many do not survive. Predation, lack of food and bad weather - all must take their toll.  

Some swallows have cottoned on to this and no longer migrate. There is now a breeding 

population of Barn Swallows (to give them their full name) in South Africa. And why not – 
the climate is very similar to ours and it truly does seem more sensible.  However, I am not 
sure what the local varieties of swallows think about that – many of which migrate from 
Central Africa to South Africa in order to breed  - quite the opposite to our swallows 

which migrate there to spend the winter! 
Rosemary Royle 



This is your church & community publication - so why not contribute something? 

Articles should ideally be no larger then 2/3 A5 page or about 350 words.  

Adverts for events should be ideally no more than 1/4 A5 page size or  

maximum 1/2 A5 page  
Please submit all copy by email or hardcopy to: 

For Dale, Marloes & St Brides, Walwyns Castle: Rosemary Royle: see below 
For St Ishmaels & Hasguard: Sandra & Steve Morrell: 2 Mabes Gate, St Ishmaels  
SA62 3TL    sandymorrell1@gmail.com Tel: 636 691 
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October ISSUE IS  

Thursday 21st September 2017  

ORANGE BAG AND FOOD COLLECTIONS: Every Thursday from 6:30am 

(check locally for actual times) 

BLACK BAG AND BOTTLES ON these Thursday dates: September 7th 
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